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A Brief Narrative in Relation to the Position 
af Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Friends. 


(Continued from page 234.) 


In the reply sent by London Meeting for Suf- 
ferings, under date of Twelfth Month &th, 1835, 
they say : 

“We have to deplore the mischievous effects 
of publications tending to depreciate the writings 
of our early Friends, and to shake the faith of 
the inexperienced in the teachings and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. Amidst all these causes of 
discouragement, however, we are cheered and 
comforted in believing that the great body of 
Friends stand firm to the precious testimonies 
given us to bear, founded and based as they are 
upon Scripture authority. 

“The progress of liberal opinions in this coun- 
try, having placed us now pretty much on a 
level with our fellow-countrymen, with respect 
to eligibility for places of profit and trust under 
Government, we fear that it may prove a tempté- 
tion to some to assimilate with the world, and to 
give up by degrees those testimonies and those 
distinguishing marks of our profession, which 
have hitherto been as a hedge about us.” 

In an epistle from this Meeting to the London 
Meeting for Sufferings, dated Fourth Month 
15th, 1842, the following language is used : 

“We would tenderly suggest, in the brotherly 
freedom which has always subsisted betweenvus, 
Whether an advantage might not arise from a 
change in your practice respecting the examina- 
tion of works touching our religious principles, 
which are designed for publication. In the pre- 
sent day there seems to be a great disposition to 
write on such subjects; and, if we may judge 
from the character of some of the essays pro- 
duced, it is not always profitable or salutary. 
When members are at liberty, without the super- 
vision of the body, to write and publish whatever 
they please upon the doctrines and testimonies 
of the Society, discordant, if not unsound senti- 
ments are liable to be put forth, tending to con- 
fuse and bewilder the susceptible minds of the 
youth, as well as other sincere inquirers after the 
truth; and although the authors may profess to 
take the responsibility of their productions upon 
themselves, yet so long as they are not denied by 
Friends, the Society will be in some measure im- 
plicated in the sentiments promulgated by them. 

hus the precious principles of Truth, which we 
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profess, may be prejudiced in the eyes of our 
sober neighbors, and the way be gradually pre- 

ared for innovation upon our ancient and ac- 
teil Christian doctrines. 

“It is a time of much critical inquiry and 
curious speculation in matters of religious belief, 
and much is afloat which has the attractive air 
of novelty. We apprehend there is great need 
for us all to be scrupulously watchful, lest by 
adopting or sanctioning new modes of defining 
our doctrines, or by modifying them to suit the 
prevailing taste in what is called the religious 
world, we are insensibly drawn to look upon the 
simple and Scriptural methods used by our 
worthy predecessors as behind the refinement of 
the present day, and by degrees lose our relish 
for the doctrines themselves. 

“These are subjects which, in this age of writ- 
ing and reading, nearly concern the welfare of 
the Society everywhere, and have caused much 
exercise to many brethren, as has also the intro- 
duction of some works into this country contain- 
ing sentiments not in accordance with the prin- 
ciples which our religious Society has held and 
promulgated from the beginning. We desire to 
spread these things before you in brotherly love, 
for your weighty consideration.” 

The reply to this was dated Eighth Month 5th, 
1842, and indicates unity with the concern, as 
shown by the following extract therefrom : 

“Tt was under this devotedness to Christ, as 
their Master, that our predecessors in the Truth 
were enabled so emphatically to live as brethren, 
and to know much of the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. We believe that in a con- 
cern to maintain this unity the Second-day’s 
Morning Meeting in London had its origin, and 
that one of the principal objects in its establish- 
ment was to provide for the revision of manu- 
scripts on our principles and testimonies. That 
meeting has been regularly upheld from that day 
to the present, and we believe that our religious 
Society has derived great benefit from the re- 
vision which has been thus exercised. We unite 
with you in the desire that the value of the Chris- 
tian care thus provided may be more and more 
felt. We believe it to be your desire as well as 
ours that this precious unity may increasingly 
prevail among us, and that it has been under a 
sense of its value and importance that you have 
been led to express your concern in regard to the 
revision of manuscripts.” 

To counteract the evil referred to in the cor- 
respondence just quoted, and which was now 
spreading its influence over many portions of 
our beloved Society, it seemed needful afresh to 
bring to view the doctrines principally en- 
dangered, that Friends generally, and the young 
and inexperienced members especially, might 
know what were the views held on these subjects 
by our forefathers in the Truth. In pursuance 
of this concern, the following minute was made 
by the Meeting for Sufferings in the First Month, 
1843: 

“ After spending some time in weightily dip- 
ping into the present state of religious society, 
and imparting to each other our sense of the 
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many devices which an unwearied enemy is using 
to lay waste the ancient doctrines and testimonies 
delivered to our early Friends, as set forth in 
Robert Barclay’s Apology and other of their 
writings, and which continue to be most surely 
believed by us, it was, upon solid deliberation, 
concluded to commit the subject to a few Friends, 
who are desired, if way opens for it, to prepare 
an address to our members, supporting these 
doctrines and testimonies, and endeavoring to 
strengthen their hands in their faithful main- 
tenance, both by precept, and in life and con- 
versation,” 

The committee thus set apart, prepared an Ad- 
dress, which was fully approved and adopted b 
the Yearly Meeting in the Fourth Month of the 
same year, under the title of “ The Ancient Tes- 
timony Revived,” of which more than 10,000 
copies were printed and circulated. In this 
valuable production, the leading doctrines of the 
gospel as held by Friends are clearly set forth. 
It closes with an affectionate address to the mem- 
bers, cautioning them against the indiscriminate 
and frequent reading of works purporting to be 
of a religious character, but whose tendency is to 
cloud the vision, and prepare the way for a de- 
parture from a full belief and acknowledgment 
of the truth as it is in Jesus. 

In 1844 this Meeting addressed an epistle to 
the Meeting for Sufferings of London; the follow- 
ing passages from which show the continuance 
of this anxious concern for the preservation of 
our members: 

“In our religious Society, which has been so 
highly favored of the Lord, we behold worldly- 
mindedness in some, unsettlement and division 
and disunity in others, weakening that love and 
fellowship which characterize the Church of 
Christ, and thereby inpairing our ability to an- 
swer the design in raising us up to be a people 
to show forth the power of his grace, by which 
we might be made instrumental in drawing the 
nations to the standard of truth and righteous- 
ness, and to that holiness which belongs to the 
religion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“We do not desire unnecessarily to dwell on 
the blemishes and imperfections of the Society, 
yet wé believe its present condition in our land 
and in yours, calls for deep, individual searching 
of heart, to see what is laying waste our strength ; 
and for fervent prayer to the Lord, that He 
would be pleased in his mercy to extend his all- 
powerful arm, and remove those things from 
among us which may otherwise divide and scat- 
ter, until many lose their faith in the efficacy of 
religion, or become merged among other pro- 
fessors.” 



















(To be continued) 


Ir is only in eying the Lord God, and keep- 
ing in the sense of his pure life and power, in 
true humility and lowliness of mind, that the 
things of God’s kingdom of righteousness, peace 
and joy, and the durable riches and treasures 
thereof are opened and revealed; and an in- 
crease in the knowledge of the good things of 
eternal life experienced.— Geo. Whitehead. 
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that their gallant emissaries were safe. They 
soon came back with glad tidings, and provisions 
and clothes. The transportation of the men and 
the remainder of their store of roasted corn from 
Enderby Island to Port Ross was accomplished 
without accident, although several trips had to 
be made before the whole could be freighted 
across. Ultimately, the whole of the band with 
such possessions as they had, were established at 
the Port Ross depot, which contained clothing, 
fat and biscuits. These were luxuries to the 
shipwrecked band. They had been from the 
20th of the Third Month to the 18th of the Sixth 
on Enderby Island—they kept count by notch- 
ing each day as it passed—and they remained 
about a month longer at Port Ross, until they 
were rescued by the ‘Awarua, which stopped there 
in search of a boat which she had left there 
sometime previously. The men on shore, over- 
joyed at hearing the vessel arrive and drop her 
anchor—it being after dark—hailed her; but as 
the weather was bad, they did not venture to 
board her in their punt. Early next morning 
Captain L. F. Drew went ashore from the Awarua, 
took the shipwrecked party under his protection, 
and finally brought them to Melbourne at con- 
siderable loss to himself and to his erew.— Con- 
densed from Chambers’ Journal. 
suichraeiilpstidahea abiinaaiitibacstan 

Ir our youth or others should make light of 
that plainness of speech, apparel and furniture 
which we have been led into, let them seriously 
examine their own hearts with due regard to the 
grace of God placed there; and they will find, 
that so far as they embrace such vanities they 
weaken themselves in the practice of religious 
duties, and expose themselves to further tempta- 
tions, and more dangerous vices. 

It is not a sufficient excuse for such deviations 
to suppose that some may put on the appearance 
of plainness for temporal ends, and from hypo- 
critical motives ; for such as these are an abomi- 

nation to God and good men, and ought no more 
to deter the sincere-hearted from an exemplary 
behavior and conduct, than a just man should be 
prevented from speaking truth, because others, 
when they covertly can, may be guilty of false- 
hood.— Christian Advices issued by Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting. 
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Expuicir details of truth in a narrative may 
be given in such a way as to amount to a cruel 
and baseless lie. If a man were to say of an- 
other, that he saw him in the surf when a com- 
panion was drowning, yet, although he was a 
strong swimmer, that man never moved a hand 
to help his drowning companion, it would be 
equivalent to a charge of cold-blooded heartless- 
ness, if not of practical murder. The concealed 
fact, however, being that the strong swimmer 
was just then struggling to save his own child 
from drowning,—the truth, so far as it was told, 
was made to lie. There is a good deal of this kind 
of lying by truth-telling in social comments on ac- 
quaintances and neighbors, and in incidental 
references to a preacher's or a teacher's utter- 
ances. A hearer may practically lie by saying 
truly concerning a preacher or a teacher, “I 
never heard him s say one word against gambling ;” 
or, “In all the sermons I have heard from him, 
there has never been a single citation of a Bible 
text in explicit proof of the doctrine of the Di- 
Vinity of Jesus Christ.” It is not enough that 
we guard our lips lest we speak that which is 
alse we must also guard our minds and hearts 
lest we make the very truth to lie, by our lack 


of a spirit of Christian love in all our utter- 
ances.—S. §. Times. 


For “‘ Tue Frienp.” 


Several True Narratives. 


The American Messenger is a valuable little 
paper of eight pages, issued monthly by the 
American Tract Society, and distributed in large 
numbers by the colporteurs of that organization. 
From the number for First Month, I give the 
following abstract of three articles of a narrative 
character. 

One contributor, who writes upon “ Death-bed 
Repentance,” says: 

“In a ministry of more than thirty years I 
have had opportunity to see many sick and dy- 
ing persons. In all that time I cannot recall 
two instances of persons who made a profession 
of repentance on what they thought would be 
their dying bed, who furnished any evidence in 
their subsequent life that it was genuine.” After 
speaking of the great danger of such delays, he 
tells of his having been summoned, many years 
before, to visit a man who was thought to be dy- 
ing. -He found him in a state of great distress, 
crying for mercy, and, upon the minister ap- 
pearing, asked to be prayed for. After some 
time, the burden of sin seemed to be removed; 
the invalid expressed his belief that his sins were 
pardoned and he was saved, and even clapped 
his hands for joy. The account continues: “But 
this is not all—would that it were. After being 
raised up and blessed with health again, what 
did he do from the very day he was ‘able to go 
out again? Did he bring forth ‘fruits meet for 
repentance’? Did he evidence that his repen- 
tance was true? No, far from it! He went on 
in his own ways, sought again his old haunts of 
sin and wicked associates. He even treated 
with levity the profession he had made when 
allusion was made to it. I invited him to attend 
church, but could never get him inside the door. 
He seemed to care nothing for God or religion 
from the time of his recovery. He waxed worse 
and worse, and at last, we have reason to believe, 
died a most wretched death.” 

“Happy Decisions” narrates two incidents of 
much ‘more hopeful character. One of these re- 
lates to a prominent fuel-dealer of Philadelphia, 
who, during a revival of religion, was awakened 
as to his spiritually undone condition, and cried 
to the Lord for mercy. There appeared, how- 


ever, to be some barrier to the attainment of 


peace of mind, so that his distress became un- 
bearable during one of the meetings, whence he 
went quickly to his own home. Retiring to a 
private room, he got out his account books, and 
went to work at the trouble, for it appeared 
that he had habitually defrauded his customers 
to the extent of about a tenth of every order of 
fuel he had sold them. Would it now be possi- 
ble for him to make restoration to the full 
amount? The result of his ciphering went to 
show that it would take more money than he 
possessed to pay back the amount of his pecula- 
tions. Yet, considering the matter very prayer- 
fully, he concluded that he would forthwith 
repay to the extent that his means would allow, 
that he would lay by continually for the pur- 
pose, and whenever it was impossible to restore 
to the owners (some having died, or moved away 
so that they could not be found), he would give 
the money to the poor. It was not until this 
wise decision had been formed and acted on, 
that the peace which is abiding came into his soul. 

The second case was that. of a farmer, John 
Law, who, becoming convinced of sin, and ery- 
ing to the Lord for pardon, found his way to 
peace effectually stopped by what might seem a 
very trifling matter in comparison with that 
which stayed the progress Zionward of the city 


merchant. The determinate hindrance in John’s 

case was only a little pig, one of a litter belong- 
ing to a neighbor, which, straying upon his farm, 
had been killed by a stone he had thrown in a 
moment of anger. He had buried the animal, 
and said nothing about the occurrence, yet now 
the thought came up that he should confess his 
fault to his neighbor and make good the loss. 
This opened the prospect of a disagreeable task, 
but as it was ever before him, he finally realized 
that his distress of mind would be cured by no 
other course. The humbling confession was 
finally made to his neighbor, who, in reply to 
the question as to the worth of the animal, said 
it was really of no consequence, and he would be 
glad if John would consider the matter settled. 
But John did not so consider it. He called in two 
of his neighbors to say what the pig was worth, 
and then insisted on paying fourfold, after which 
he “could pray with the barrier removed, and 
his peace soon flowed like a river.” 

The third article, by that pleasing writer of 
true narratives, Annie A. Preston, bears the 
caption “ Wicked Jim.” The boy who had car- 
ried this unpleasant nickname, was pointed out 
to a benevolent citizen of New York by a police- 
man of that city, with the remark: 

“That boy has been in jail fifteen times. He 
is just out now. He is known as ‘Wicked Jim, 
He’s a good case for you, and if you make any- 
thing out of him I will promise to take stock in 
your religion.” The man remarking that the 
boy had “not an altogether bad face,” crossed 
the sidewalk, and abruptly addressing him, 
asked if he had had any breakfast. No, he had 
not, and he didn’t know why the question should 
be put to him. He, however, availed himself 
with alacrity of the privilege to come and eat, 
and in a small, neat restaurant near by, freely an- 
swered his interrogator’s questions. He doubted 
very much that God cared anything about such 
a creature. “Oh, yes He does,” said his new 
friend. “He sent me this morning to give you 
a breakfast. I came up from the ferry to go to 
Broadway. It was a little further, you know, 
to cross over and go around the block where I 
found you, but something seemed to lead me that 
way, and when I reached the corner God put it 
into the heart of that red-haired policeman to 
point you out to me. Satan might have put it 
into the heart of some one to find some mischief 
for you to do.” He was then told of the need of 
a change of heart, and of Christ the sinner’s 
friend and assured helper, who would make the 
heart clean were the door opened that he might 
come in and take up his abode there. The lad was 
reached by the plea, so that after awhile he said, 
“T feel better. I feel as if ‘Wicked Jim’ had 
strayed away down town, and as if this was a 
new Jim who wanted to be a good boy.” 

So the missionary said he would give him a 
new name, James Newlife. He also gave him 
the opportunity to have a much-needed bath, 
and to get a new outfit in the way of clothes. 
The narrative concludes: “ James Newlife is an 
exemplary Christian man, fairly educated, 
good business, with a pleasant home well shea 
by a lovely wife. He is active in all good work, 
and has given evidences that it was indeed the 
Lord who sent that kind-hearted brother after 
him that bleak March morning.” 

Do not most of us know of such “hopeless 
eases?” Let us thank God for that miracle of 
grace that can effect such marvellous trans- 
formations, while we bear in mind that accord- 
ing to our faith and faithfulness, may we be 
co-workers with Him in the removing of moun- 
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Trade and Business, 


(Continued from page 227.) 
AMBROSE RIGGE. 


Many days and months, yea some years, hath 
my life been oppressed and my spirit grieved to 
see and hear of the uneven walking of many who 
have a name to live, and profess the knowledge 
of God in words; and also of some who have 
tasted of the good word of God, and have been 
made partakers of the power of the world to 
come, and have received the heavenly gift and 
grace of God, which teacheth all who walk in it 
to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to 
live soberly, honestly and righteously in this pre- 
sent world. The faithfulness of these, with great 
reason, has been expected to God in things of 
the highest concern, and to have walked as 
lights in the world, and in all faithfulness both 
to God and man, and to have stood as living 
monuments to the mercies of the Lord, letting 
their lights so shine before men that they might 
see their good works, both in spiritual and tem- 
poral concerns. 

But there are some among us who have not 
walked humbly with the Lord, as He hath re- 
quired; nor kept in that low estate, either in- 
wardly or outwardly, which becometh such who 
are travelling up to Zion with their faces thither- 
ward, 

Many have got credit upon account of Truth 
because at the beginning it did, and doth still, 
lead all who were and are faithful to it, to faith- 
fulness and truth even in the unrighteous mam- 
mon, and to let their yea be yea, and their nay 
be nay, even between man and man in outward 
things. So that many would have credited one 
who was called a Quaker with much; and many, 
I believe, did merely upon that account, some 
whereof, I doubt not, have just cause to repent 
it already. But if truth and righteousness had 
been lived in by all who profess it, there had 
been no such oceasion given. For they who still 
retain their integrity to the truth and life of 
righteousness manifested, can live with a cup of 
water and a morsel of bread in a cottage, before 
they can hazard other men’s estates to advance 
their own. Such are not forward to borrow or 
to complain for want. 

It is so far below the nobility of Christianity 
that it is short of common civility and honest 
society among men, to twist into men’s estates 
and borrow upon the Truth’s credit gained by 
the just and upright dealing of the faithful, more 
than they certainly know their own estates are 
likely to answer; and, with what they borrow, 
reach after great things in the world, appearing 
to men to be what in the sight of God and truth 
they are not; seeking to compass great gain to 
themselves whereby to make themselves or chil- 
dren rich or great in the world. This I testify 
of the Lord God is deceit and hypocrisy, and 
will be blasted with the breath of his mouth, and 
we have seen it blasted already. 

(To be continued.) 





In explanation of the advice of the Apostle to 
the Ephesians—* Singing and making melody 
with your heart to the Lord”—the Sunday School 
Times quotes the lines of Keble :— 


“There are in this loud stunning tide 
Of human care and crime, 
With whom the melodies abide 
Of th’ everlasting chime; 
Who carry music in their heart 
Through dusky lane and wrangling mart, 
Plying their daily task with busier feet 
Because their secret souls a holy strain repeat.” 


THE FRIEND. 


THE BIRD'S BREAKFAST. 


Two little birdies 
One winter day 
Began to wonder, 
And then to say, 
“How about breakfast 
This wintry day ?” 


Two little maidens 
One wintry day 
Into the garden 
Wended their way, 
Where the snow lay deep 
That wintry day. 


One with a broom 
Swept the snow away ; 
One scattered crumbs, 
Then away to play ; 
And birdies had breakfast 
That wintry day. 
—From Our Dumb Animals. 
icicle aa 
For “‘ Tue Frrenp.” 


MOURN NOT FOR THE DEAD. 


Mourn not when the infant brow 
Is laid forever at rest, 

Mourn not for the touch of hands 
Now folded over the breast. 

Remember that care must come 
With every passing year, 

Then yield them willingly up 
Although unspeakably dear. 


Those feet might have strayed in sin, 
But now they are free and pure; 
Heaven’s portals received them in, 
Their habitation is sure. 
From pain and sickness released 
’Ere the heart experienced woe— 
Ah! remember the blessing of old 
When the children are called to go. 


Weep not when maiden and youth 
Give over the hopes of life, 

And exchange for heavenly bliss 
Mortality’s restless strife. 

Ere the flight grows weary and long— 
Ere caught in the fowler’s snare— 

Rejoice ! when the early called 
Return to the Father’s care. 


Weep not when the parents die— 
When their earthly strife is done, 

And after the struggles of earth 
Their crown of life is won. 

They have borne the heat of day 
Through physical want and pain— 

Have hungered and thirsted at heart 
Over and over again. 


Then grieve not over the tomb 
Where fathers and mothers lie; 
May their rest be peaceful and sweet, 
When they are summoned to die. 

May fulness of joy be given 
To parents of real worth, 

When exchanged for Heaven’s glory 
Is the stewardship of earth. 


But mourn over careless words 

That sting and burn as they fall, 
Thus turning many a cup of joy 

To wormwood seated with gall; 
Rankling full long in the heart 

With wounds that are hard to forgive, 
Sowing the seeds of hatred there 

Where only love should live. 


Sigh over the glance of scorn— 
Over pride so hard and cold ; 
Weep when the faith of trusting hearts 
Is bartered away for gold. 
Tremble when innocent youth 
First steps in the way of sin— 
When the door of Darkness opens 
And the strong man enters in. 


Ah! mourn when the little babes 
Grow old in arts of deceit, 
When the gay, gilded path of sin 
Has welcomed their childish feet. 
And mourn that so few of earth 
In the Saviour’s fold are fed— 
That many deny His saving power; 
But mourn not for the dead. 


R. M. B. 
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SELECTgp, 
THE IRREPARABLE LOSS. 


A child, a spouse, a cherished friend, 
Tho’ snatched by death away, 

May be replaced ; time’s skill can mend 
The tesben ties of clay ; 

But when a tender mother dies, 
The bitter truth we learn; 

There’s something gone from out our lives 
That never can return. 


A something like the breath of Spring 
’Mid evanescent flowers; 

Or shy, sweet birds, that take to wing 
In Autumn’s dreary hours. 

A joy, a light, a blessing bright, 
For which we vainly yearn— 

All this hath gone from out our lives, 
And never can return, 


The love to every failing blind, 
In every trial true; 
Devoted, daring, quenchless, kind, 
Pure metal through and through: 
The constant heart whose trust survives 
All cares and changes stern, 
These, too, have gone from out our lives 
To never more return. 


O, Mother! sharer of our joys ! 
Consoler of our woes! 
Sure balm for all the base annoys 
This life vexatious knows ! 
Thank God! the while the bitter tears 
Beneath our eyelids burn, 
There is a way to go to thee, 
Tho’ thou mayst ne’er return! 
—Eleanor C. Donnelly in Public Ledger. 





For ‘‘ Tue Frienp.” 


“Power from on High.” 


I have been deeply interested in the article 
under the above heading which was published 
in THE Frrenp of Second Month 11th, having 
full unity with the sentiments expressed. One 
extract may be revived, “The gospel of Christ 
is declared to be the power of God unto salva- 
tion—that operation of the Holy Spirit in us 
which powerfully and effectually carries on the 
work of regeneration till it be perfected by grace 
unto glory.” 

The commission as presented by Matthew, 
“Go ye therefore and teach all nations,” &c.; 
and by Mark, Go ye unto all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature; is more 
fully and definitely expressed by Luke, viz: 
“Thus it is written and thus it behoved Christ 
to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third 
day, and that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all na 
tions beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are wit 
nesses of these things. And behold I send the 
promise of my Father upon you, but tarry ye in 
the City of Jerusalem until ye be endued with 
power from on high.” The charge to wait for 
divine authority as promised by the Lord was 
fulfilled to the disciples in a marvellous manner 
on the day of Pentecost, and subsequently at 
various times. The same charge to wait for 
right authority is binding on every servant of 
the Lord from that time to all generations. The 
prophet said, “O Lord I know that the way of 
man is not in himself; it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps.” And the Psalmist 
declares that “The steps of a good man are or 
dered by the Lord; and he delighteth in his 
way.” These being Scripture truths, it is essen 
tial in all religious labors for the benefit of others, 
that a clear understanding of the Divine will 
with power from on high renewed for every 
service should be witnessed. 

The Lord has ever led his people in the right 
way as they were obedient. Moses was called 
from the desert and qualified as the Lord’s im 
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strument in bringing the people out from 
Egyptian bondage into the promised land. But 
the Lord was their leader and guided them by 
the pillar of a cloud by day and a pillar of fire 
by night. There was limitation and direction 
with the evidence of the Lord’s presence. 

“God who at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
Prophets,” instructed and authorized the Prophets 
to do and declare his will. Frequently we read 
in the Scriptures of the Prophets that “The 
word of the Lord came saying,” and the mes- 
sage given was the burden of the Lord which 
the prophets were required to deliver to the 

ople. For them to ery the burden of the 
Ford, without receiving a message, was sin. 
They were reckoned as false prophets. 

“Tn these last days God hath spoken unto us 
by his Son,” in the more abundant and univer- 
sal diffusion of power from on high. Christ is 
the teacher of the people himself inwardly and 
with authority. He also ordains and qualifies 
servants and handmaidens to preach the word 
in the demonstration of the spirit and of power. 
Therefore ministers have to wait in filial submis- 
sion to God in expectation of the promise of the 
Father (which is the true tarrying at Jerusalem) 
not only in the first putting forth, but every sub- 
sequent service must be performed in the renew- 
ings of the Holy Ghost. 

When meetings are gathered in the name of 
Christ, there is an exercise of an holy expecta- 
tion which is often rewarded with the diffusion 
of the Holy Spirit, and Christ teaches his people 
Himself. Or, if the ministers receive a renewed 
qualification to speak to the people, it will be to 
the edification of the members, and the body 
will recognize and cherish the gift. When the 
minister, who is one of the body, has a concern 
to leave home in the exercise of his or her gift, 
and the body recognizes the concern to be of the 
Lord, it belongs to the body to render such assis- 
tance as the minister may need in the perform- 
ance of the service. This is the true order of the 
religious Society of Friends, and of all right 
missionary service in the fulfilment of the com- 
mission of our Lord. The more faithful the 
Church is in all things, the more fruitful will be 
her service. 

In these days there appears to be a zeal with 
many to be engaged in what is termed the Lord's 
work, in the ingathering of souls to God, includ- 
ing the conversion of the heathen. Much stress 
is laid upon the command to “go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature,” 
and based upon the thought that if a baptism of 
the Holy Ghost has been once experienced, this 
isa sufficient qualification for all future religious 
work. 

This erroneous view seems to be sanctioned by 
one of the conclusions of the late Richmond 
Conference, which says in reference to the minis- 
try (on p. 21 of the book containing its proceed- 
ings), “It was considered of primary importance 
that those who uphold a living Saviour, should 
themselves know the cleansing of his precious 
blood, and being born again into his kingdom. 
Then, baptized with the Holy Ghost, they are 
ready to be used by Him to his glory.” 

This “ conclusion” would have been far more 
satisfactory, and less liable to lead into error, if 
ithad gone further, and declared that a renewed 
extension of Divine power, and a fresh command 
were needed on every occasion, when the minis- 
ter was to be used to the glory of Him who 
called him into the service; and without whose 
present help he could do no real good. 

It is evident that with those who claim to be 


Friends there is a wide difference in their accep- 
tance of Scripture truth. The aforesaid confer- 
ence gave expression as follows, see page 18 of 
the book, “It was considered desirable that some 
method should be taken to form a common de- 
claration of fundamental doctrine, which might 
prevent the tendency towards disintegration of 
the Society.” 

How can a common declaration of fundamental 
doctrine arrest this tendency, if the right is ad- 
mitted, to change both doctrine and discipline, as 
claimed by one of the organizations in Canada? 

A. 8. 

SPRINGFORD, Ontario, Canada. 

SELECTED For “ THE Frrenp.” 

“Stand ye in the ways, and see,” &c.—Jer. vi. 16. 


For my own part, if way open for my going 
into business, I believe it will be safest for me to 
engage in such an one as is moderately profitable, 
yielding regular returns, and tending to the gen- 
eral and substantial welfare of mankind, to the 
injury of none, and which will not take up much 
attention or anxiety. But especially I desire, 
that I may never sell to others any article that 
has an evil tendency, or which evidently and 
often is misapplied. With respect to this par- 
ticular, I have lamented to see that Friends, who 
are fearful lest they give way to the spirit of 
vanity, pride, and extravagance, and who on that 
account neither decorate their persons nor houses, 
—that these should yet feel easy to deal to others 
things which they disapprove of for themselves ; 
—that they should not hesitate to buy and sell 
such articles, as they well know are inconsistent 
and incompatible with the pure teachings of that 
principle, by which they profess to be led. This 
matter has impressed me much. 1 know that by 
adopting this sentiment, I show my disapproba- 
tion of the conduct of many sincere-hearted 
Friends, and I am also aware how few descrip- 
tions of occupation in life are entirely free from 
this objection. Nevertheless, 1 do believe that 
the sincere-hearted amongst us will not hesitate 
to give up that in their outward concerns, which 
they see and know to be an encouragement to 
evil in any shape. That these may come to see 
this matter, as clearly as I do at this present 
time, is the warm desire of my soul.—John 


Barclay. 


Bible Readings.—No. 4. 


WHY UZZAH WAS SMITTEN. 


To the casual reader it may appear strange, 
or, possibly, a severe judgment that Uzzah was 
smitten dead when he put forth his hand to 
steady the ark from falling off the cart upon 


which it was being carried home. But if we 
read the directions given for the manner of 
moving the ark from place to place, we find that 
these were not being obeyed; but instead, the 
Israelites were copying the manner employed by 
the Philistines when they sent the ark home to 
them, after its troublesome captivity, upon a 
new cart drawn by two cows. 

Thus Uzzah’s fate was not merely the punish- 
ment of his own rashness in laying his hand 
on the ark. It should have been borne upon 
the shoulders of the Levites, and the improper 
mode of transporting was the primary cause of 
his unholy deed, and David distinctly recognized 
his death as a punishment on the people in 
general, as he said, “The Lord our God made a 
breach upon us, for that we sought Him not 
after the due order.” 

In Numbers iv., 15, we read that “ When 
Aaron and his sons have made an end of cover- 
ing the Sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward ; 


after that the sons of Kohath shall come to bear 
it, but they shall not touch any holy thing lest 
they die.” Again in the 7th chap., 9 v., “The 
service of the sanctuary belonging unto the sons 
of Kohath was that they should bear upon their 
shoulders.” 

But in the 6th chap. of 2nd Samuel, 3, 6, 7 
verses, we learn that “they set the ark of God 
upon a new cart and brought it out of the house 
of Abinadab, and Uzzah and Ahio drave the 
new cart. And when they came to Nachon’s 
threshing-floor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the 
ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen 
shook it. And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Uzzah, and God smote him 
there for his error and there he died, by the ark 
of God.” 

When next they attempted to remove the 
ark, David called for the priests and Levites 
and said unto them, “Sanctify yourselves that 
ye may bring up the ark of the Lord God of 
Israel unto the place that I have prepared for 
it. For because we did it not at the first, the 
Lord our God made a breach upon us, for that 
we sought Him not after the due order. So the 
priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to 
bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel. 
And the Children of the Levites bare it upon 
their shoulders with the staves thereon, as Moses 
commanded, according to the word of the Lord.” 
Ist Chron. 15th chap., 11 to 16 verses. 

S. C. M. 


Natural History, Science, &e. 

How Mirrors are Made.—One of the factories 
in Chicago employs some 150 men and boys, 
and its spacious four floors present an interest- 
ing series of sights to the visitor. On the first 
floor he will see huge stacks and piles of glass 
in assorted sizes, ranging from sixteen feet by 
seven feet squares down to the smallest ovals for 
mirrors. These are all polished, some being run 
over huge felt covered wheels, kept powdered 
with rouge, and the larger sheets scrubbed b 
sweating toilers with hand blocks covered wit 
felt like a printer’s proof planer in rouge. After 
the glass is thoroughly polished it is taken up to 
the next floor, where it is laid on tables and cut 
into the sizes ordered. It then passes into the 
hands of the bevellers, who, with sand and water 
and large grindstones, artistically finish the edges 
of the glass. It takes a trip upward again, to 
another floor, and is once more put through a 
polishing process to remove any scratches or 
blemishes that may be on the glass. After every 
spot or scratch, no matter how minute, has been 
removed, careful hands convey the now beauti- 
ful and sparkling glass to the room where it 
goes through the final process, the silvering. 

Huge tables of cast iron or stone, made like 
billiard tables, with raised edges, are used in the 
silvering room. These tables are of great strength 
and solidity, and all around the edges is a drain, 
for the superfluous mercury is poured over the 
tables in quantities sufficient to float the glass, 
which, after being tinfoiled, is gently and care- 
fully pushed across the table containing the 
mercury. Great care must be used to prevent 
blemishes, the least speck of dust being ruinous 
to the mirror. Mercury, like molten lead, is 
always covered with a dirty-looking scum, which 
vannot be removed by skimming. The least bit 
of this scum would spoil the mirror, so the diffi- 
culty is obviated by shoving the scum along 
with the edge of the glass. After successfully 
floating the glass on the mercury, a woollen 
cloth is spread over the whole surface, and 
square iron weights are applied until the whole 
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presents a compact mass of iron, two or three 
pounds to the square inch. After this pressure 
has been continued for ten or twelve hours the 
weights are removed, and the glass placed upon 
another table of wood with a slightly inclined 
top. The inclination is gradually increased until 
the unamalgamated quicksilver has drained 
away, and only the perfect amalgam remains, 
coating the glass and perfectly adherent. This 
ends the process, and the erstwhile rough piece 
of plate glass emerges from the silvering-room a 
gorgeous mirror.— Western Manufacturer. 


Patchouly—This perfume is derived from an 
East Indian plant of the mint family. It is 
used in the East Indies to give their peculiar 
odor to India shawls. 

Mind Sickness.—A physician in extensive prac- 
tice was lately asked, “ What proportion, should 
you say, of those people who send a servant fly- 
ing to your office with ‘Come right away,’ or 
make the telephone jingle with ‘Come as quick 
as you can,’ are suffering chiefly from fear and 
imagination?” The learned medicine man re- 
plied: “ Well, I might safely put it at two-thirds. 
When I arrive the mere announcement that it 
is nothing serious allays the fear. While I am 
writing the prescription and chatting pleasantly 
on some other topic, the last stage of convales- 
cence has been nearly reached, and when I say, 
in an assumed tone, ‘Take this, and you will 
be all right in the morning,’ the case is settled.” — 
Jewish Messenger. 


Comparative Size of Ancient and Modern Men.— 
I have measured a great many Roman coffins, 
and my average shows that the Roman could 
not have greatly exceeded 5 feet 5 inches. In 


taking measurement of ancient armor, I find 
that the English aristocracy have decidedly in- 


creased in average height within 500 years. 

I measured twenty-five mummies in the Brit- 
ish Museum as nearly as I could through the 
cases, making estimate for wrapping, and I found 
the average height of males 61 inches; females, 
55 inches. 

The mummy of the celebrated Cleopatra meas- 
ures about 54 inches, about the height of the 
present European girl of 13. The most ancient 
mummy of an Egyptian king yet discovered 
measured 52 inches.—Nature. 

Separating Sewage Solids by Electricity.—The 
disposition of the sewage of London, a problem 
which has exercised the ingenuity of inventors 
considerably within the last few years, is about 
to be attempted as an experiment by a new pro- 
cess, in which the electric current is the active 
agent in the preliminary part of separating the 
fluid from the solid parts, that each may be 
more easy of disposition. A current of electricity 
is sent into the sewage. The effect is curious, 
and is well seen when the liquid sewage is ex- 
posed to view in a glass vessel. The inky fluid 
has all its particles set in a circulatory motion 
by the electric current, a kind of procession tak- 
ing place from the top downwards and from the 
bottom upwards. The sum total of the move- 
ments consists in landing the suspended particles 
at the top of the liquid, thus exactly reversing 
the usual chemical process, which sends every- 
thing down in the form of a precipitate. The 
upward action is due to the presence of certain 
gases, at first extricated by the electric current, 
and afterwards mingling with the organic mat- 
ter, so as to give buoyancy to the latter. By 
agitating the liquid, the gases can be sent off into 
the air, and the solid particles will then descend 
to form a precipitate, showing no tendency to 
permeate the fluid as before. The effect of the 


electric current is said to be so prompt that in 
the space of twenty minutes a volume of opaque 
sewage becomes perfectly transparent, except at 
the top, where the organic matter collects in a 
semi-solid form.— The American. 

Writing on Glass.—To draw or write on glass 
the Scientific American advises the use of a var- 
nish of sugar. This is made as follows: Dissolve 
equal parts of white and brown sugar in water 
to a thin syrup, add alcohol, and apply to hot 
glass plates. The film dries very rapidly, and 
furnishes a surface on which it is perfectly easy 
to write with the pen or pencil. The best ink 
to use is India ink, with sugar added. The 
drawing can be made permanent by varnishing 
with a lac or mastic varnish. 


Tron Masts.—An unexpected source of danger 
has come to light in connection with coal-laden 
vessels, in the course of the official enquiry into 
the loss of the English sailing ship Athelstan. 
This vessel, it appears, had on board a cargo of 
coal, in which spontaneous combustion was set up 
defying all the efforts of the crew to save the 
ship from destruction. During the time the fire 
was confined below the deck the captain and 
chief mate were surprised to find flames issuing 
from the tops of the fore and main masts. This 
at first sight seemed singular, the masts being of 
iron, were of course not inflammable, and the 
fire could not therefore run up them as it some- 
times does in the case of wooden masts. An ex- 
planation of the occurrence was found in the 
fact that the lower masts were hollow, and had 
a number of perforations in them under deck for 
the purpose of ventilation. Consequently when 
the cargo took fire, the heated air rushed up the 
masts, which operated like two chimneys to make 
a furnace of the ship’s hold.— The American. 


Association of Ideas in Animals.—A friend of 
mine has a parrot, a bird of unusual attainments, 
who is in the habit of accompanying his mistress 
in her summer excursions. Once during their 
sojourn in a small village, the bird’s cage was 
placed in the garden, to the unbounded delight 
of the villagers, who assembled in the evening 
and listened to his prattle. Among many rustic 
expressions which Polly picked up was one which 
was his peculiar delight. A woman was in the 
habit of screaming for her child all over the 
place in a very shrill voice, rising in crescendo at 
the last syllable, and “Han-nee, Han-nee,” rang 
out in the air at all hours. So exact was the 
bird’s imitation that the unfortunate child was 
for ever running to and fro, supposing herself 
valled. A winter in town and indoor pursuits 
banished this ery from Polly’s repertoire, and it 
was apparently forgotten by him. However, 
strange to say, no sooner did he find himself, the 
following summer, once more in a village garden, 
than he screamed out “ Han-nee!” and continued 
to do so at intervals during his stay. What was 
this, if not the revival of association through the 
medium of sight? 

A similar instance came under my notice 
some time since. A friend in the country had 
a valuable Newfoundland dog, between whom 
and a neighboring retriever there was a feud of 
long standing. The Newfoundland accompa- 
nied his mistress one day on a visit to the home 
of his rival. The lady removed her galoches 
before entering the drawing-room. Up started 
the retriever, seized one in his mouth, and was 
about to make off with it, when he was pinioned 
by the Newfoundland, which rescued his mistress’ 
property, ran off with them triumphantly, and 
deposited them safely inside his own door. After 
that day, never did he pass the gates of his 


enemy’s domain without going in and bearin 
away some trophy—if only a stick or a stone— 
as an emblem of his mastery. Years passed 
by: during which time the Newfoundland wan. 
dered in many lands. He was an old dog when 
he returned to his early home, and that of the 
retriever was inhabited by strangers who knew 
him not; nevertheless, the first time he passed 
by the old scene of combat, he disappeared within 
the gates, and when next seen was running up 
his own garden path with a huge hunting-boot 
between his feet!— Chambers’ Journal. 


Items. 


Episcopalian Sentiments. — The feeling towards 
other Protestants, entertained by some of the Epis- 
copal denomination, (a feeling which we hope is not 
shared in by many of their members) is expressed 
in the following passage in the P. E. Parish Mes- 
senger: “Sometimes we are accused of being un- 
charitable in our attitude toward our religious 
neighbors. When we say that no doubt they are as 
sincere as ourselves, we speak justly. When we sai 
that they may be in individual cases better, and oa. 
lectively as good as ourselves, we speak charitably, 
When we say that they are living in schism, and as 
schismatics are living contrary to the will of Christ, 
we speak truly.” 


Prohibition Enforcement in Iowa.—At the Iowa 
State Temperance Alliance, on 7th of Second Month, 
report was made as to the enforcement of the Pro- 
hibition laws in that State. The information was 
procured by letters of inquiry to County Clerks, 
Sheriffs, District Judges, &c. The replies received 
from 93 counties showed that the law is well en- 
forced in 60 of the counties, “reasonably well en- 
forced” in 28, and “disregarded” in 5. From 6 
counties no response was received, and in those it is 
believed the law is openly violated. In reply to the 
question as to the obstacles in the way of the strict 
enforcement of the law, nearly all the statements 
were the same,—that under their druggists’ licenses, 
many of the drug stores were supplying a demand 
for liquors for drinking purposes, and that this ille- 
gitimate trade was greatly in the way of prohibition. 
Some reform in the law relating to these stores was 
believed to be urgently needed. 


Monthly Meeting in Mexico.—A Monthly Meeting 
was opened on the 12th of First Month in the City 
of Mexico. Most of the names enrolled as members 
were transferred from Indianapolis Monthly Meet- 
ing, Indiana. 


Mohammedan Doctrine.—A letter from the Sheik- 
ul-Islam to a German convert, containing an official 
statement of Mohammedan Doctrine, was recently 
published in the Constantinople papers, and has 
been reprinted in The Independent of New York. 
It states that the essence of Islamism consists in a 
belief in the unity of God and in the mission of 
Mohammed as expressed in the phrase: “There is 
only one God and Mohammed is the prophet.” He 
who makes this profession becomes a Mussulman, 
without having need of the consent or approbation 
of any one; for Islamism does not admit of any in- 
termediary, like clergy, between God and his ser- 
vants. This feature the Sheik contrasts with the 
dependence on a priestly class shown by many who 
profess belief in Christianity, in the following re- 
marks: 

“This no doubt seems strange to a people ac- 
customed to a sacerdotal regime. When a Christian 
child is born, to make part of Society he must be 
baptized by a priest; when he grows up he needs a 
priest to marry him; if he would pray be must go to 
a church and find a priest; to obtain forgiveness of 
his sins he must confess them to a priest; and he 
must have a priest to bury him. In the Mussulman 
religion, where there is no clergy, such obligations 
have no place.” 

If Christians had adhered to the original purity 
and simplicity of their profession, there would not 
have been an opportunity for the followers of Mo- 
hammed to make such a disparaging comparison; 
for there would have been no clerical class ; all of 
the believers being priests to God and recognizing 
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no one in that office but Christ, the everlasting 
High Priest to his people. 


Roman Catholic Training Schools.—A training 
school for young men, who are willing to labor 
amongst the Negroes in our Southern States, has 
been opened in Baltimore, under the charge of a 
Roman Catholic priest. It is stated that there are 
now only about 100,000 Catholics among the colored 
people of the South. 


Imprisonment for Preaching on Boston Common.— 
John M. Barbour, a Boston merchant, writes to the 
New York Tribune: 

“An Irish editor, named O’Brien, a Member of 
Parliament, has been imprisoned in Ireland for ad- 
dressing a prohibited meeting in the City of Cork. 
The world rings with the story of his oppression. 
Boston has in its massive granite prison a harmless 
preacher of the Saviour’s peaceful message of re- 
deeming love. He attempted to preach it on the 
Common. He was arrested by an Irish Policeman. 
Heis a reputable minister of the gospel. The Mayor, 
who has the responsibility resting on him, is named 
O’Brien. I visited the cell of the ‘Ambassador 
of Christ,’ by a permit addressed to the Sheriff, 
whose name also is O’Brien; a wonderful coinci- 
dence of names truly. This silly, cowardly city or- 
dinance was smuggled through the machine twenty 
years ago. It has remained dormant till the pre- 
sent administration put it in full blast.” 


Difficulties of Danish Peace Agitation.—At a re- 
cent party of some friends of Peace in Paris, a young 
Danish lawyer, — Amdrup, gave a lively account of 
the exceeding difficulty which attends any form of 
anti-war movement in his own country. He said 
that amongst the provincial Danish peasantry and 
farmers there is a wide-spread feeling in favor of 
peace and Arbitration, and in opposition to arma- 
ments and wasteful expenditure on fortifications. 
But in the cities, or at least in Copenhagan, mili- 
tarism is popular, and the Court and official circles 
utterly and successfully set at naught pacific advo- 
eacy. The Folkething, or House of Deputies, is 
elected by the universal suffrage of all Danes of 
thirty years of age and upwards. Nevertheless, its 
votes are persistently disregarded by the king and 
his ministers. 

For fifteen years King Christian IX. has governed 
by a series of coups d’etat, and has raised taxes in 
defiance of the Parliament, which he has repeatedly 
dissolved, and then proceeded to exact imposts from 
the people which their own Legislature had refused 
tosanction. This policy brings money to the capital, 
finds salaries for the officials there, and provides the 
outlay upon the forts around Copenhagen; but it 
heavily burdens the rural population.— The Herald 
of Peace. 


‘aln Quarterly Meeting.—This meeting, held on 
Sixth-day, the 17th of Second Month, was rather 
smaller than is sometimes the case, being attended 
by few but its own members. There were no min- 
isters present from other neighborhoods. Attention 
was called to the great truth that the work of the 
soul’s salvation was an individual work—a work 
that no man or woman could perform for another. 
There was but little comment on the Queries and 
their Answers in the meeting for business; yet it 
was felt to be a satisfactory meeting. Our corre- 
spondent says, “I could not but have a feeling that 
it was well for us to be left to ourselves—to do our 
own work—though it is very pleasant, and I hope 
strengthening, to have others ‘come and help us,’ ” 


Meeting for Business-men.—At Philadelphia Quar- 
terly Meeting, held Second Month 6th, a concern 
was felt for those of the members, especially among 
the men, who were sometimes prevented from at- 
tending their week-day meetings. It resulted in 
the appointment of a joint committee of men and 
women, who were authorized to appoint one or more 
meetings for Friends in the city generally, and es- 
pecially for the class alluded to. 

A meeting was accordingly held on the evening 
of Fourth-day, Second Mo. 11th, in the Arch Street 
house. The meeting was a good sized one, being 
quite well attended by the class for whom it was de- 
signed. A solemn feeling spread over the assembly, 
under which it sat for some time; when a Friend 

nelt in prayer, commemorating briefly the mercy 


and love of our Heavenly Father, and then inter- 
ceding for those present that the work of sanctifica- 
tion and salvation might be begun and carried for- 
ward in each heart, and that all might enlist “ under 
the banner of the cross” and follow the victorious 
Captain of salvation ; that his name might be glori- 
fied and extend from sea to sea; that every thing in 
us which opposed the exaltation of his kingdom 
might be overcome; that every valley might be filled 
=a every mountain made low; that in the end of 
time, we might be enabled to say, “‘O death, where 
is thy sting,’ &c. It brought a feeling of much 
solemnity over the meeting, and some time elapsed 
before another Friend arose with the language of 
the prophet Isaiah, chap. 44, verses 3d, 4th and 5th. 
His chief concern seemed to be for the young men 
who were exposed to ungodly influences in their 
business associations: quoting, “the floods of un- 
godly men made me araid.” This was a salutary 
fear to entertain: preservation could only be ex- 
perienced through ‘“ watching unto prayer. 

A petition was offered for the young people that 
they might come up in faithfulness to their Heavenly 
Father, and be prepared to take the places of the 
fathers and mothers who were, one by one, being re- 
moved from the church militant. A salutation of 
gospel love was afterwards addressed to the young 
people. Thankfulness was expressed that they had 
been made willing to gather together upon that oc- 
casion, believing that it was the love of their Heav- 
enly Father which had drawn them. It was felt 
that a fresh invitation had been extended to many 
that evening, to take up the cross and follow a 
crucified Redeemer; and these were affectionately 
encouraged to follow Him. Allusion was also made 
to the temptations to which they might be exposed 
in their business relations; and in conclusion all 
were commended to God and the word of his grace, 
&c. Some of the young people were so much im- 
pressed with the solemnity that prevailed that they 
hurried out of meeting to avoid entering into con- 
versation which might dissipate the impressions. 

i 

Pretty early at the Park Meeting a degree of 
solemnity clothed my mind, not without some 
presentations for public ministry, which on prov- 
ing, appeared immature. How suitably adapted 
are the following precepts, not only to me but to 
all who at any time appear in the ministry: “ Be 
more ready to hear than to offer the sacrifice of 
fools.” “Be not rash with thy mouth to utter 
any thing before God;’ and when thou speakest 
“let thy words be few.” “ Be slow to speak.” All 
true and profitable ministry arises from the ability 
which the Spirit gives, in a rightly exercised un- 
derstanding; as it is written, “I will pray with 
the spirit, and with the understanding also.”— 
Extract from Samuel Scotts Diary. 
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In listening to the labors of a minister of the 
Gospel, on one occasion, the writer of this was 
impressed with a statement which he made to 
the effect, that it had been a very successful 
stratagem of Satan to lead mankind to suppose 
that it was possible to obtain true spiritual 
knowledge of Divine things in any other way 
than by the revelation of the Spirit. Even in 
the garden of Eden, the Serpent offered this in- 
ducement to Adam and Eve to partake of the 
forbidden-fruit, that they should be as gods, 
knowing good and evil. 

Our Saviour declared, “This is life eternal to 
know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom Thou hast sent ;” and in another place He 
gives thanks to the Father that He had hid his 
spiritual mysteries from the wise and prudent 
and revealed them unto babes; and adds “ No 
man knoweth who the Son is but the Father; 


and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to 
whom the Son will reveal Him.” This accords 
with the testimony of his Apostle Paul, who, 
in writing to the Corinthians, tells them that 
“the things of God knoweth no man, but the 
Spirit of God ;” and that he and his fellow disei- 
ples had received of this Spirit, “that we might 
know the things that are freely given to us of 
God ”—things which the natural man, (he who 
seeks to comprehend them by the natural powers 
of his intellect) cannot receive “ because they are 
spiritually discerned.” 

But although man is thus unable of himself, 
to obtain that blessed knowledge which is life eter- 
nal, yet he is not left in this helpless condition ; 
but he can rejoice in the assurance that “The 
Grace of God which bringeth salvation hath ap- 
peared unto all men,” and that it teacheth them 
how to walk so as to obtain the crown immortal. 
This Grace is that Holy Spirit, which our 
Saviour promised to send his disciples, which 
should teach them all things and lead them into 
all truth. It is that Divine Light, which He 
said had come into the world; and that the cause 
of condemnation was that men rejected it be- 
cause their deeds were evil.” But “he that doeth 
truth cometh to the Light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest that they are wrought in 
God.” 

The Holy Scriptures are highly to be prized ; 
and the knowledge of the facts and doctrines 
recorded in them is valuable, and has in thou- 
sands of cases proved profitable for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness; yet 
it is important that this knowledge should not 
be estimated above its true value, or put into 
the place of that inward, experimental knowl- 
edge of God and his work in the heart, which 
gradually grows up in the obedient followers 
of his Light and Grace, being really the fruit of 
the revelations of his Spirit. 

A caution as to this necessary distinction is 
well expressed in a letter of Jonathan Evans to 
Mildred Ratcliff; and it seems proper to revive 
it at this time, because some are in danger of 
relying too much on their familiarity with the 
Scripture records. The letter says:—“A great 
deal is said and done to enforce the opinion 
that a knowledge of the Holy Scriptures is almost, 
if not exclusively essential to our salvation ; hence 
many may be induced to get them by rote, and 
conclude that if they have them in possession 
they are safe; when, at the same time the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit graciously granted 
by our Blessed Redeemer to guide into all truth, 
are scarcely known or even regarded. - eS 
am bound to the Scriptures as a declaration of 
the mind and will of the Most High, mercifully 
dispensed for our instruction and help, and it is 
my practice to read them daily, but the religion 
inculeated by our blessed Lord is too pure and 
refined to admit of any external object in the 
place of Him, the only Saviour of men.” 

Robert Barclay, in speaking of the difference 
between the outward and inward knowledge of 
spiritual things, makes this instructive compari- 
son :—“‘As the description of the light of the sun, 
or of curious colors to a blind man, who, though 
of the largest capacity, cannot so well under- 
stand it by the most acute and lively descrip- 
tion, as a child can by seeing them; so neither 
can the natural man, of the largest capacity, by 
the best words, even Scripture words, so well un- 
derstand the mysteries of God’s kingdom, as the 
least and weakest child who tasteth them, by 
having them revealed inwardly by the Spirit.” 

And in another place he says of this inward 
manifestation of the Spirit, “The stone which 
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the builders of all kinds have rejected, the same 
is become unto us the head of the corner, glory 
to God forever! who has chosen us as first-fruits 
to himself in this day, wherein He is arisen to 
plead with the nations; and therefore hath sent 
us forth to preach this everlasting gospel unto all, 
Christ nigh to all, the Light in ali, the Seed 
sown in the hearts of all, that men may come 
and apply their minds to it. And we rejoice 
that we have been made to lay down our wisdom 
and learning (such of us as have had some of it) 
and our carnal reasoning, to learn of Jesus ; and 
sit down at the feet of Jesus in our hearts, and 
hear Him, who there makes all things manifest, 
and reproves all things by his Light. Some 
confiding in an external barren faith, think 
all is well, if they do but firmly believe 
that He died for their sins past, present and to 
come; while in the meantime Christ lies crucified 
and slain, and is daily resisted and gainsayed in 
his appearance in their hearts. Thus, from a 
sense of this blindness and ignorance that is 
come over Christendom, it is that we are led and 
moved of the Lord so constantly and frequently 
to call all, invite all, request all to turn to the 
Light in them, to mind the Light in them, to 
believe in Christ as He is in them; and that, in 
the name, power, and authority of the Lord, we 
do charge and command them to lay aside their 
wisdom, to come down out of that proud, airy, 
brain-knowledge, and to stop that mouth, how 
eloquent soever to the worldly ear it may ap- 
pear, and to be silent, and sit down as in the 
dust, and to mind the Light of Christ in their 
own consciences.” 


conflict will be taken up and they will fight to the 
bitter end. The lockout will affect about 3000 men. 

As the steamer Julia, plying between South Vallejo 
and Vallejo Station, California, was about to leave her 
moorings, on the morning of the 27th, with about 
seventy persons on board, an explosion occurred. 
Those on deck were thrown into the water, but the 
majority were below the decks, as it was cold and foggy. 
Fire followed the explosion, and, after burning to the 
water’s edge, the steamer sank to the bottom with a 
great number of the victims buried under the débris in 
the cabin. It is believed that between thirty and forty 
lives were lost. Up to a late hour in the afternoon 
twelve bodies had been recovered. 

Deaths in this city last week numbered 382, which is 
66 less than during the previous week, and 102 less 
than in the same period last year. Of the whole 
number 188 were males and 194 females: 68 died of 
consumption ; 39 of pneumonia; 25 of old age; 22 of 
diseases of the heart; 18 of convulsions; 13 of inflam- 
mation of the brain; 12 of paralysis; 11 of inflamma- 
tion of the stomach and bowels; 10 of apoplexy, and 
10 of peritonitis. 

Markets, &c.— U. S. 4}’s, reg., 107; coupon, 108; 
4’s, 125}; currency 6’s, 120 a 129. 

Cotton was quiet, but steady at 10 11-16 cts. for mid- 
dling uplands. 

Feed was dull and nominal at $20.50 a $21.50 per 
ton for winter bran, and $19.50 a $20.25 for spring do. 

Flour and Meal.—The flour market was weak, and 
local jobbers bought only enough to supply their im- 
mediate wants. Sales of 125 barrels Pennsylvania 
family at $3.75; 125 barrels Indiana, straight, at $4.25 ; 
250 barrels Ohio, straight, at $4.85; 500 barrels winter 
patent, at $4.60 a $4.70, and 375 barrels Minnesota 
patent, at $4.80 a $4.85. Rye flour was scarce and firm. 
Sales of 100 barrels choice, at $3.60. 

Grain.—No. 2 red wheat, 90} a 90} cts. 

No. 2 mixed corn, 563 a 57 cts. 
No. 2 white oats, 39} a 40} ets. 

Beef cattle—Extra, 5} a 5} ets.; good, 5 a 5} cts.; 

medium, 43 a 4} cts.; common, 33 a 4} cts. 
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from the public, but imparted to the Emperor, and jg 
the reason for the latter’s preparations to visit San 
Remo. 

Three agents of Pasteur have sailed for New South 
Wales with hen-cholera microbes to inoculate and ex. 
terminate rabbits in Australia. 

The village of Valtorta, in the north of Italy, hag 
been half buried by an avalanche. Many houses were 
wrecked and their occupants buried in the ruins, 
Troops from Bergamo have arrived to aid in distinter. 
ring the buried. Twenty-three corpses have been re- 
covered. Several persons have been extricated alive 
though more or less injured. : 

It is stated that the Czar was induced to make a 
declaration in regard to Bulgaria by the earnest re- 
quest of Emperor William, who expressed a desire to 
see the question settled before his death. The state- 
ment which appeared in the Oficial Messenger was 
handed to Count Herbert Bismarck for the Chancellor 
three days before it was published. 

A comet was visible the early part of last week, in 
Australia and New Zealand. 
















































































































FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, 
The Annual Meeting of the Contributors to “The 
Asylum for the Relief of Persons deprived of the use 
of their Reason,” will be held at Arch Street Meeting. 
house, Philadelphia, on Fourth-day, Third Month 14th, 
1888, at 3 o’clock, P. M. 
THOMAS ScATTERGOOD, Clerk. 


WANTED 
A woman Friend for Matron at the Shelter for 
Colored Orphans. Apply to 
Mary Wood, 914 Pine St. 
Anna W. Lippincott, 460 North Seventh St, 
Rebecca B. P. Haines, 1516 Arch St. 









































WANTED 
A woman Friend, to assist the Matron at Tunesassa 
in household duties, and giving instruction to the In- 
dian girls in housekeeping. Apply to 
Seth Warrington, Moorestown, New Jersey, 
Aaron P. Dewees, Chester, Pennsylvania, 
Ephraim Smith, 1110 Pine St., Philadelphia. 


Sheep.— Extra, 6} a 63 cts.; good, 5} a 6 cts. ; medium, 
4} a 5} ets.; common, 35 a 45 cts. Lambs, 45 a 7} cts. 
‘ (xtra Chicago, 8} cts.; good, western, 8 cts.; 
medium, 7} cts.; common, 7} cts. ; State, 7 a 7} cts. 

Milch cows were in fair request at $25 a $55. 

Milch calves were in moderate demand at 5} a7} cts. 

Fat cows were very quiet at 2} a 3} cts. 

Fore1Gn.—London, Second Month 26th.—The new 
rules of procedure, the first of which will go into opera- 
tion in the House of Commons to-morrow, are of vastly 
more significance than their collective title implies, 
the change made by their enforcement affecting not 
only the members of the House, but the whole social 
fabric of aristocratic London. The rule lengthening 
the sittings at both ends involves the overthrow, for 
the present, at least, of many of the traditional laws of 
society with regard to luncheons, teas, dinners, &c., and 
consequently the adoption of new rules of procedure in 
other than parliamentary circles. 

The Chronicle, commenting on the Fisheries treaty, 
says: “It is an amicable bargain. In the nature of 
things Canada’s concessions appear to be larger than 
America’s, but it would be useless for Jos. Chamberlain 
to extort such terms from America as would lead tothe 
rejection of the treaty by the Senate.” 

The Association of Chambers of Commerce of the 
United Kingdom have unanimously passed a resolution 
advocating an arbitration treaty with the United States 
for the settlement of all difficulties that may arise be- 
tween that country and England. A resolution favor- 
ing fair trade was rejected by a vast majority. 

The eviction of tenants on the Ponsonby estate at 
Youghal has been unexpectedly resumed. A large 
military and police force, accompanied by a doctor and 
an ambulance, and a fire engine, escorted the bailiffs, 
who went on the 23rd ultimo to execute the writs of 
eviction. A number of battering rams and sledge 
hammers were carried for the purpose of forcing an 
entrance into the house of any tenant who offered re- 
sistance. The tenants were taken completely by sur- 
prise, but one family named Doyle succeeded in barri- 
cading themselves inside their house, which was only 
captured after strong resistance. There were several 
other exciting scenes. The police made many arrests. 

The London Evening Star says its correspondent at 
San Remo, who has exceptional opportunities to learn 
the exact truth, reports the bulletins regarding the 
Crown Prince as entirely delusive, and at most, ac- 
cording to the opinions of the inner circle, the patient 
cannot live over five months. A new growth has been 
found under the original one, and so located that an 
operation is impossible. This fact has been concealed 














































































SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


Unitep Srates.—In the Senate on the 27th ultimo, 
the Nicaragua Canal Bill was considered, and after being 
amended, passed by a vote of yeas, 38; nays, 15. 

The Fisheries ‘Treaty is looked upon with favor or 
disfavor very much from a political standpoint. It 
has not yet been before the Senate for discussion. 

W. W. Corcoran, the aged philanthropist, died at 
his home in Washington, on the 24th ultimo. 

Thirty-three counties in Michigan which have voted 
on the question of local option, have all gone for pro- 
hibition. 

Both houses of the New Jersey legislature have 
voted for local option, or in the event of prohibition 
being decided adversely, of the several counties adopt- 
ing high license. It is thought the Governor will veto 
the bill. On the 26th the Saloon Keepers’ Association, 
of New Jersey, met at Newark, and decided to assess 
members from $20 upwards, and thus raise a fund of 
$100,000 for use in the next election. Each saloon 
keeper will have a poll committee, to consist of a dozen 
persons. The association also decided to engage the best 
lawyers of the State for the purpose of testing the con- 
stitutionality of the High License and Local Option 
bills if they are passed over the Governor’s veto. 

The Mississippi legislature has passed a constitu- 
tional amendment providing that no corporation for 
pecuniary benefit shall hereafter be granted any special 
exemption from taxation, and that corporations shall 
be governed by one general law. 

The engineers and firemen on the Chicago, Burling- 
ton and Quiney Railroad quit work at 4 o’clock on the 
morning of the 27th, according to previous arrange- 
ment. It is stated that arrangements have been made 
with other roads whereby the Burlington tickets will 
be honored. This does not apply to local points. On 
the afternoon of the 27th, 600 freight handlers on the 
Burlington road were laid off, as there was no work for 
them to do. 

A general lockout of the Edgar Thomson Steel 
Works, in Pittsburg, was declared by the firm of Car- 
negie & Company on the 27th ultimo. Superintendent 
Jones called the mill committee together, and, after 
stating that the demands of the men could not be 
granted, announced that, inasmuch as the workmen 
had refused to comply with the terms of the firm, they 
could consider themselves discharged. The decision 
was a great surprise to the men. They assert, how- 
ever, that the challenge thrown out by the firm for a 










WANTED 
A woman in a Friend’s family to assist in the care of 
an infant and attend to some light duties. 
Address Box 96, Moorestown, N. J. 





































Drep, on Eighth Month, 9th, 1887, Er1zA PENNELL 
WessTER, wife of Isaac Webster, in her 66th year, a 
member of Chester Particular and Monthly Meetings, 
Moorestown, N. J. The Christian patience with which 
she endured a long time of suffering, and her many 
expressions of desire to be in her Saviour’s presence, 
gave her friends the assurance of peace beyond the 
grave; and that their loss was her eternal gain. 


, First Mo. 16th, 1888, at her residence, 540 N. 
Seventh St., Philadelphia, Anna T. Hancock, widow 
of Biddle Hancock, in her 70th year, a member of the 
Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia for the 
Northern District. 


, on the 11th of Second Month, at his residence, 
Columbus, Burlington Co., N. J., CLAayton HANcocK, 
in his 88th year, a member of Upper Springfield 
Monthly Meeting of Friends; and on the 18th inst., at 
her residence, Burlington, N. J., his sister, HARRIET 
Hancock, aged 86 years. 

,on the morning of the 5th of Second Month, 
1888, at her residence in West Grove, Chester Co., Pa, 
Asenatn A. Cooper, (relict of the late Cyrus Cooper) 
in the 89th year of her age, a member of New Garden 
Monthly Meeting, Pa. Through life it was the en- 
deavor of this dear Friend to keep best things upper- 
most, and to have the day’s work keeping pace wit 
the day. She was a plain and consistent member of 
our Society ; and was much concerned to bring up her 
children in the same manner. During the last yearof . 
her life she was in feeble health, and was confin 
pretty much up stairs. Several times during that 
period, she expressed her desire to depart and be with 
the Saviour, saying on one occasion, “O Lord come, 
come quickly: take me to thyself: I long to go with 
thee.” She seemed to be as one weaned from the world, 
waiting the appointed time. When the time for her 
departure came, she passed quietly away without 4 
struggle, as one going into asweet sleep. “ Blessed are 
those servants whom the Lord, when He cometh, shall 
find watching.” 





































































































































